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Co-stars with Sakura! 

Spring in full bloom* 
unmistakably Tohoku 






♦ : Time of year for viewing cherry blossoms 
: Time of year for driving through snow corridors 
• : Time of year for spring festivals 
9 location (p I : Parking 
8: Inquiry number 
A:Transport access 


For Japanese, the national flower "sakura" (cherry blossom) is a special one, to the point that in spring newspa¬ 
pers run full-page forecasts for the blooming of sakura. This appreciation of cherry blossoms is known as 
"Hanami", a regular and quaint spring pastime that is dear to the hearts of Japanese people. Tohoku has a 
relatively cold climate among the regions of Japan, with snow lingering on the higher mountains even into spring. 
In some areas, removed snow is piled high on both sides of the roads creating long white corridors. At the top of 
the mountain one can enjoy the snow, while at the foot of the mountain one can appreciate the cherry blossoms. 
Enjoying both snow and sakura in the same season is a way of enjoying spring unique to Japan's Tohoku region. 


/ -\ 

mm-toolT 123 456 789 

“Map Code” (for example 123 456 789) refers to 
the number 6-10 digits long(for standard map 
codes) which allows you to pinpoint any destination 
you want to go anywhere in Japan. 

‘“MAPCODE" is the registered trademark of 
Denso Corporation. 
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fa Tsurugajo Castle Park 

[mflP10Dt1 g 97 261 207 
Some 1000 sakura trees adorn the area 
around Tsurugajo Castle (Aizu Wakamatsu 
Castle), the symbol of Aizu. In addition to 
enjoying sakura at noon, the castle tower 
jutting into the night sky complemented by 
the evening cheery trees reflecting into the 
castle moats is the height of chic. 

♦ Mid-April - Early May 
9 1-1, Ote-machl, Aizuwakamatsu City, 
Fukushima 

(p Approx. 360 cars (1 hour. 200 yen) 
80242-27-4005 

(Aizuwakamatsu Tourism Bureau) 

& Approx. 15 minutes 

from Ban-etsu Expressway 
Aizu Wakamatsu I.C. 


4 Bandai Azuma Skyline 

[mflPCODtf 475 181 303 

A scenic road 29km in length, linking Takayu Hot Springs with 
the Tsuchiyu Pass. In spring, enjoy viewing the walls of snow 
on each side as you enjoy driving through the "road through 
the sky" - which weaves its way through the Azuma mountain 
range at a height of 1600m. 

Opened from mid-April to early May 
9 Fukushima City, Fukushima 
8 0242-64-3478 

Fukushima FYefecture Inawashiro Public Works Office, \ 
Tsuchiyu Road Management Office ) 

A Approx. 1 hour 10 minutes 

from Tohoku Expressway Fukushima Nishi I.C. (to Jodo Daira) 




Hanamiyama §spffiSl 0 446 24 oi 53 


Hanamiyama is a popular cherry blossom viewing spot that 
farmers cultivating flowers and trees have made open to the 
public. Tokaizakura, Higan cherry and Double-flowered cherry 
trees all bloom in unison with weeping Forsythia and flowering 
peach trees, casting a pink hue across the entire mountain. 

♦ Early March - Early May ' Watari. Fukushima City. Fukushima 
® Approx. 1000 cars (temporary) 

8 024-526-0871 

(Hanamiyama Call Center/ March 1 - April 30) 
024-522-3265(Fukushima City Tourism Information Office) 

H Approx. 20 minutes 

from Tohoku Expressway Fukushima Nishi/ Fukushima lizaka 


fa Kannonji River Cherry Trees 

|mflPtOPt| "377 391 869 

For one kilometre at the upper reaches of the 
Kannonji River, a small river that curves gently and 
untamed, is a row of Yoshino cherry trees. The 
contrast of the verdant grass sprouting on the 
riverbanks with the pink sakura is beautiful, making 
for an idyllic way to pass some time 

It Late April - Early May 
- Kannonji Riverside, Oaza-Kawageta, 

Inawashiro-machi, Yama-gun. Fukushima 
® Approx. 100 cars (free) 

8 0242-62-2048(lnawashiro Tourism Association) 

A Approx. 10 minutes 

from Ban-etsu Expressway Inawashiro Kogen I.C. 


Local Fine Flavors 



Ramen of the Region 

As well as “Kitakata Ramen”, which is one of Japan's 
top 3, Fukushima Prefecture is a veritable 
battleground for local ramen such as Shirakawa 
ramen and Koriyama ramen. Served at SA/PA and at 
road stations, it’s a perfect dish to enjoy during a drive. 



^ Miharu Takizakura GnMUTsoo 84 o 492 

This weeping higan cherry tree is estimated at over 1000 years 
old, and at 13.5 meters high is one of Japan’s three great 
sakura trees, designated as a natural monument. The heart 
flutters at the sight of the lovely pink-laden branches drooping 
to the ground. 

* Mid-Late April 

9 Aza-Sakurakubo, Oaza-Taki, Miharu-machi, 

Tamura-gun, Fukushima 
approx. 850 cars (free) 

8 0247-62-3690(Miharu Tourist Association) 

H Approx. 20 minutes 

from Ban-etsu Expressway Fune-Hiki Miharu I.C, approx. 

30 minutes from Koriyama Higashi I.C 
★300 yen cherry blossom viewing fee 
(free for junior high school children and under) 





























Co-stars with Sakura! 

* Spring in 
' full bloom,* 
unmistakably 
Tohoku 



KajoPark 

[mflPtDDt] n 62 009 293 

Located within the grounds of 
Yamagata Castle and designated as a 
national historic site, this park is 
adorned by the blooming of some 1500 
trees including Yoshino and Oshima 
cherry. Particularly splendid are the 
cherry trees around the Ninomaru 
Eastern Gate, where the tree branches 
almost touch the water’s surface. 

♦ Mid-Late April 
v Kajo-machi, 

Yamagata City, Yamagata 
0023-641-1212 

(Yamagata City Tourism Products Section) 
A Approx. 15 minutes 

from Yamagata Expressway 
Yamagata Zao I.C. 


The Mamigasaki 
Cherry Tree Line 

[mflPCDDl| 3 273 598 437 

A line of cherry trees that runs for about 2.3km 
along the Mamigasaki river, with an arch of 
Yoshino trees creating a spectacle to delight 
drivers. Lit up at night, it creates a magical 
ambiance. 

£ Mid-Late April 

Kojirakawa-machi, Yamagata City, Yamagata 
IB Approx. 340 cars (free) 

O 023-641-1212 

(Yamagata City Tourism Products Section) 

A Approx. 2 minutes 

from Yamagata Expressway Yamagata Zao I.C. 




& Tsuruoka Park §flptog ] n 90 2 i 9 068 

Boasting some 730 sakura trees including Yoshino, 
double-flowered and weeping cherry, this park is 
decorated with paper lanterns during the early part of April, 
along with many stores that open for the sakura season. 

# Mid-Late April 

4, Baba-cho, Tsuruoka City, Yamagata 
(piA pprox. 295 cars (free) 

0 0235-25-2111 (Tsuruoka City Planning Section) 
AApprox.10 minutes 

from Yamagata Expressway Tsuruoka I.C. 



Eboshiyama Park 

[mflPtODE] °127 470 698 

Perched high up affording a view of the whole 
Yonezawa Basin, this park has some 1000 sakura 
trees including Yoshino and weeping cherry, which 
complement the wonderful views. 

* Mid-Late April 

Eboshiyama Park, Akayu, Nanyo City, Yamagata 
(p) Approx. 15 cars (general vehicles 200 yen) 

0 0238-40-2002 

(Nanyo City Tounsm Association) 

A Approx. 15 cars (general vehicles 200 yen) 



^ Yonezawa 
- Uesugi Festival 

|tnflPC0Di1 °515 269 532 

A major event in Yonezawa marking 
the coming of spring, with many 
lively ceremonies including an 
opening festival, samurai ceremony 
and military parades. The finale to 
the festival, featuring the Uesugi 
parade and the Kawanakajima 
battle, is not to be missed. 

• April 29 - May 3 

<5 1, Marunouchi, Yonezawa City. 

Yamagata, others 
©Approx. 1000 cars (tree) 

0 0238-22-9607 

/ Yonezawa Uesugi Festival \ 

\ Executive Committee / 

A Approx. 1 hour 

from Tohoku Express Way 
Fukushima lizaka I.C. 



Local Fine Flavors 


Bulb of Konnyaku 

This is Yamagata soul food, little balls of 
konnyaku simmered in soy sauce with dried 
squid. Sold on the shelves of any tourist 
region of Yamagata, try this when you need a 
tasty snack. 





















Co-stars with Sakura! 

* Spring in . 
c full bloom,* 
unmistakably 
Tohoku 



Shiroishi-kawa riverbanks 
“thousand cherry trees 
at a glance” 

[mrtP[QDf1 °156 463 265 

These trees go back to 1923 when a 
businessman bom in the town donated 
some 700 cherry tree saplings. Today, a row 
of cherry trees (about 1200) lines both 
banks of the Shiroishi river for about 8km. 
On top of the sakura, one can enjoy the fine 
views of the lingering snow on the Zao 
mountains. 

6 Early-Late April 

9 Oya, Ogawara-machi, Shibata-gun, Miyagi 
©Approx. 300 cars (Toll parking lot) 
00224-53-2659 

/ Ogawara Town Commerce, \ 

\ Industry and Sightseeing Division J 
A Approx. 15 minutes 

from Tohoku Expressway Shiroishi I.C. 



* Saigyo Modoshi no 
Matsu Park 

|mflP[ODi] °110 411 688 

This is said to be the place where, monk 
Saigyo gave up on going to Matsushima 
upon failing to correctly answer a Zen 
riddle. 260 cherry trees cover the whole 
park, while the observatory affords 
wonderful views of sakura in harmony 
with Matsushima Bay. 

♦ Mid-April - Earily May 
Aza-lnuta, Matsushima, 
Matsushima-machi, Miyagi-gun, Miyagi 
©1 Approx. 60 cars (free) 
a 022-354-5708 

(Matsushima Industry Tourism Office Tourism Team) 
A Approx. 5 minutes from Sanriku Expressway 
Matsushima Kaigan I.C. 




L 5 Sendai Aoba Festival 

[jflPtODEl "21 644 436 

The local “Suzume-Odori" (sparrow) dance is 
an evening festival that overruns the streets, 
while the main festival with the portable shrine 
procession and Sengoku warrior parade light 
up Sendai with the early cool breeze of 
summer. 

4 Held on third Sunday of May and previous day 
(held on May 14/15 for 2016) 

9 Central Area, Sendai City, Miyagi Prefecture 

( Shimin Hiroba in front of Sendai City Hall, > 
Kotodai Park. Jyozenjl Dori, 

Higashi Nibancho Dori, others j 

©None 
0 022-223-8441 

(Sendai Aoba Festival Cooperation Council Secretariat) 
Approx. 3-15 minutes walk 
from Kotodai Park Station 


ii Zao Ecoline/Highline 

[mflrcOPC| °569 427 895 

A mountain road (highline only is a toll road) linking Miyagi 
and Yamagata Prefectures running east to west along the 
Zao mountain range. The highlight is the Okama crater, 
symbol of the Zao mountains. Enjoy driving through walls 
of snow that are in some places 10 meters high. 

If coming from Miyagi side, watch our for traffic jams! 

Access form the Yamagata Prefecture side is recommended. 

Open Late April - Mid May 

V Zao-machl, Katta-gun, Miyagi - Kaminoyama City, Yamagata 
O 0224-34-2725(Zao Town Tourist Information Office) 
023-672-0839(Kaminoyama City Tourism Product Association) 

A Approx. 30 minutes from Tohoku Expressway Shiroishi I.C. 



Funaoka Castle Park 


fmflPCDPi1 °156 496 280 

Take the slope car to the top of the mountain for great 
views of the Zao mountains, while viewing the 1 ,000 
cherry blossoms below lining the banks of the 
Shiroishi river. A sight to be savored is the peace 
kannon statue - the symbol of Funaoka Castle Park - 
surrounded by cherry blossoms in full bloom. 

# Early -Mid April 

9 95-1, Aza-Tateyama, Oaza-Funaoka, 

Shibata-machi, Shibata-gun. Miyagi 
© Approx. 300 cars (partially charged, 500-3000 yen) 

0 0224-56-3970 

(Shibata Town Tourist Production Association) 

A Approx. 15 minutes from Tohoku Expressway Murata I.C. 



Charcoal-grilled beef tongue 

Thickly sliced charcoal-grilled gyutan (beef tongue) is 
usually seared over charcoal having been thickly salted 
several days earlier to give a rich taste. As well as many 
gyutan restaurants in the down town area, you can also 
find this dish in SA/PA and road station restaurants. 
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Co-stars with Sakura! 


* Spring in 
p full bloom, * 
unmistakably 
Tohoku 



Genbikei Gorge 

[mflPL0Di1 "l42 066 735 

This dynamic gorge extends for 
about 2km and is designated as a 
natural monument of the nation and 
a place of scenic beauty. Its spring 
beauty is embellished by some 200 
Yoshino and weeping cherry trees. 

♦ Late-April-Early May 
9 Aza-Takinoue, Genbi-cho, 

Ichinoseki City, Iwate 
® Approx. 50 cars (free) 
n 0191-23-2350 
(Ichinoseki Tourism Office) 

A Approx. 10 minutes from 

Tohoku Expressway Ichinoseki I.C 



17 Spring Fujiwara Festival 253 099 


The climax of this festival is the “Yoshitsune’s Eastern Flight Processional”. 
The 100 people taking part recreate Hidehira welcoming the arrival of Yoshitu- 
sune and his retainers in Hiraizumi after fleeing north from Yoritomo; the 
performance unfolds like a Heian picture scroll. 

^ May 1-5th Hiraizumi, Hiraizumi-cho, Nishiiwai-gun, Iwate 
® Approx. 800 cars(from 300 yen) 
tt 0191-46-2110(Hiraizumi Tourism Office) 

^Approx. 10 minutes from Tohoku Expressway Hiraizumi Maesawa I.C. 



^ Kitakami Tenshochi imi'ios 37513s 


Renowned as one of the Three Best Cherry-Viewing Spots in Michinoku, along with Hirosaki in Aomori and 
Kakunodate in Akita, the park of Tenshochi has some 10,000 cherry trees of 150 varieties. Particularly 
stunning is the 2km stretch of sakura trees along the Kitakami River. 

♦ Mid April - Early May ✓ Tachibana, Kitakami City, Iwate (p Approx. 530 cars (1 time 300 yen) 
C0197-65-0300(Kitakami Tourism Convention Council) 

A Approx. 15 minutes from Tohoku Expressway Kitakami Ezuriko I.C. (more than one hour during traffic) 

& Takamatsu Park 

fmflPtOD7| n 81 798 180 

With a backdrop of Mtlwate and Mt.Himekami, 
appreciate more than 1200 cherry trees including 
north Japanese hill cherry, weeping cherry, Yoshino 
and double-leaf cherry trees. Equally refined is the 
sakura gleaming of the water and pink tree-linked 
banks viewed from the boating lake. 

. Mid April-Early May 
Q 1-26-1, Takamatsu, MoriokaCity, Iwate 
* F Approx. 100 cars (free) 

0019-604-3305 

(Morioka Tourism Convention Council) 

A Approx. 15 minutes 

from Tohoku Expressway Morioka I.C. 




20 Hachimantai 
Aspite Line 

[mflP[DDi] 6 657108 346 

The gigantic snow corridors 
flanking the road contrast with the 
expansive blue sky, a scene that 
will capture the heart of any 
driver. As the road can freeze 
over, don’t forget your snow tires! 

Mid April-Late May 
v Hachimantai City. 

Iwate - Kazuno City, Akita 
00195-78-3500 

(Hachimantai City Tourism Office) 
0187-43-2111 

iTazawako Tourism Information Centre ’FOLAXE') 
A Approx. 20-40 minutes 
from Tohoku Expressway 
Matsuo Hachimantai I.C. 



Local Fine Flavors 


Kitakami Croquette 

This is “b-grade” cuisine from Kitakami City, 
using generous amounts of local creamy 
Japanese taro, Japanese black beef, Shirayuri 
pork and asparagus. A great dish to try when 
exploring the eateries of the cities. 


















Co-stars with Sakura! 

* Spring in 
p full bloom,* 
unmistakably 
Tohoku 




w Kakunodate Samurai Houses [MES^eo 337 ass 

Kaunodate is known as the “little Kyoto” of Michinoku, famous for its historical samurai 
residences and rows of cherry trees. Seen from the garden of a former samurai residence 
designated as a cultural asset, the blossoming weeping cherry tree branches gently drooping are 
a refined spectacle. 

it Mid April-Early May Higashl-katsurakucho / Omotemachi, Kakunodate-machi, Senboku City, Akita 

©Approx. 1500 cars (In town center circle, from 500 yen per day) 

H 0187-54-2700(Kakunodate Tourist Association) 

W Approx. 30 minutes from Akita Expressway Omagari I.C. 


Hinokinai riverbank fmMnoti 'zso 337 702 

A row of beautiful Yoshino cherry trees adorns the left bank of the Hinokinai River for about 2km. 
These cherry blossoms were planted in 1934 celebrating the birth of the present Emperor, and 
are a designated place of scenic beauty. 

It Mid April - Early May . Ogata-Nakakawara / Kitano, Kakunodate-machi, Senboku City, Akita 
(p Approx. 1500 cars (in town center circle, from 500 yen per day) 

Tt 0187-54-2700(Kakunodate Tourist Association) 

A Approx. 30 minutes from Akita Expressway Omagari I.C. 


& Senshu Park ^00^ 303 730151 

The 16.29ha Senshu Park is located in the remains of Kubota Castle, originally built by 
Yoshinobu Satake, the first Lord of the Akita clan. About 800 wonderful cherry trees including 
Yoshino, north Japanese hill cherry and Village Road Okawa Line (Prefectural road 298) are 
found throughout the park. 

♦ Mid-late April 9 1 -1, Senshu-koen, Akita City, Akita 
©Approximately 14 cars (charged) 

H 018-832-7941 (Akita City Tourist Information Center) 

A Approx. 15 minutes from Akita Expressway Akita Chuo I.C. 



& Sakura and 

Rape Blossom Road 

[mflP[dDE| "456 841 392 

Prefectural road 298 is lined with sakura 
trees on both sides for 11km, which 
contrast wonderfully with the huge fields 
of yellow rape blossoms, giving drivers 
plenty to marvel aL 

It Late-April-Early May 
9 Aza-Nakano, Ogata-mura, 
Minami-Akita-gun, Akita 

( Village Road Okawa Line \ 

(Prefectural road 298) ) 

© Approx. 400 cars 
HOI 85-45-3653 
( Ogata Village Industry and \ 

\ Construction Section J 
A Approx. 30 minutes 
from Akita Expressway 
Gojome Hachirdgata I.C 



“Baba-hera” Ice 

Under colorful parasols on many street 
corners are local old women selling this 
refreshing local Akita ice-cream, with two 
contrasting flavors of strawberry and banana. 
Perfect way to cool down during a drive! 















Co-stars with Sakura! 

* Spring in 
p full bloom,* 
unmistakably 
Tohoku 




& Hirosaki Park 

|mflPCDP€l °71 071 546 

52 different varieties and 2600 
cherry trees light up the castle 
remains, at this famous sakura spot 
that provides the finale for Tohoku’s 
spring. The views from the castle 
tower of sakura and Mt.lwaki are a 
feast for the eyes, as is the reflection 
of sakura on the western moat, 
attracting many tourists. 

ft Late-April-Early May 
9 1, Oaza-Shimoshirogane-cho, 
Hirosaki City, Aomori 
(pi None (Please use a toll car park nearby.) 
0 0172-35-3131 

(Hirosaki Tourism Convention Council) 
A Approx. 20 minutes from 

Tohoku Expressway Owani Hirosaki I.C. 


28 Hakkoda Towada 
Gold Line 

[mrtPmpTT 99 202272 

This 8km stretch of road from 
Sukayu to Yachi hot springs is 
closed during the winter, and 
re-opens in April every year. The 
snow piled on the shoulders of the 
road can reach 9m in height, and 
draws in the tourists in the season 
following Golden Week. 

Late-April-Early May 
t Aomori City, Aomori 
0 017-723-7211 

(Aomori Tourism Convention Council) 
A Approx. 50 minutes from Aomori 
Expressway Aomori Chuo I.C. via 
National Road 103 



& The World’s Longest Cherry-Lined 
Roadand Sakurabayashi Park 

fillflFtOPtl 492 145 795 

At the foot of Mt.lwaki still dusted in snow, there is a road 
lined with 6500 oyamazakura (north mountain cherry) 
trees. Marvel at these alongside the 1000 or so Yoshino 
cherry trees in Sakurabayashi Park 

ft Late-April-Early May 

Aza-Susono, Hyakuzawa, Hirosaki City. Aomori 
(fL Has free parking area 
O 0172-83-3000(lwakisan Tourist Association) 

A Approx. 40 minutes 

from Tohoku Expressway Owani Hirosaki I.C. 



Ashino Park HfiBETai* sm cmb 

Spread over about 80ha, this park is loved for its 
wonderful lake and the 2200 cherry blossom trees 
that adorn the lakeshore. Tsugaru Railway trains stop 
at Ashino Park station, which is also enveloped with 
sakura, providing a perfect viewpoint. 

Late-April-Early May 

9 84-170. Ashino, Kanagi-machi, Goshogawara City. Aomori 
© Approx. 300 cars 

(free, only charged during cherry blossom festival period) 

0 0173-35-2111 

(Goshogawara City Commerce and Tourism Section) 

A Approx. 40 minutes from Tohoku Expressway Namioka I.C. 



& Kanchogai Dori 

linmDiitl *2i5ii5i24 

Meaning "government office street", 
this road is the pride of Towada city, 
stretching about 1.1km west along 
the former national road 4. The 
outdoor art scene focused on the 
Towada City Contemporary Museum 
of Art is brought to life in spring by the 
stunning rows of sakura trees. 

ft Late-April-Early May 
v Nishi-Jusanban-cho, 

Towada City, Aomori 
©Approx. 200 cars (150 yen) 
00176-24-3006 

(Towada City Tourism Office) 

H Approx.30 minutes from Hachinohe 
Expressway Shimoda/Momoishi I.C. 



Aomori Ginger-Miso Oden 

Aomori Ginger-Miso Oden started when the 
proprietor of an oden stall grated ginger into 
miso to warm up passengers going on the 
Seikan Ferry. They are loved nowadays as a 
real Aomori local staple. 

























Festivals of Tohoku 



Summer festivals where you can really feel the throb of the people celebrating really draw in the crowds. 
Every year, when the summer festival season arrives, tourists flock from all over Japan to Tohoku. 



The Aomori Nebuta Festival 

BBSDiU 99 555 435 


The Akita Kanto Festival 

(E3SIBSXS3IB n*®' 88 179 728 




Morioka Sansa Odori Festival 

m immm mm mm* 708 867 


Among Japan’s greatest festivals, this magnificent 
festival sees floats called "nebuta" carried through 
the city along with lanterns, chanting, and dancers 
called “haneto", which all combine to scorch the 
night sky.(8/2-6 19:10-21:00 8/7 13:00-15:00) 


August 



With a light musical accompaniment, the main road 
is filled with ‘‘Kanto" bamboo poles bearing many 
lanterns. Celebrants captivate onlookers by carrying 
these heavy poles on their palms, foreheads, 
shoulders or lower backsa 9:25-20:35) 



Dating back to the Edo period, the Sansa dance is 
said to have began when a wicked demon was 
driven out by the god of Mitsuishi Shrine, and is 
listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the longest 
taiko drum procession in the world.fi 8:00-21:00) 


August 

1-4 



Yamagata Hanagasa Festival 

ISSSII’273 595 260 


Led by gorgeously decorated festival floats, 
dancers holding “hanagasa" hats give lively shouts 
which are complemented by the steady beat of the 
taiko drums, creating a boisterous performance in 
the streets.fi 8:00-21:30) 




Sendai Tanabata Festival 

ImflPLDDtl ^l 615 811 

The Japanese washi paper streamers hung from 
bamboo poles interwoven by the wind evoke a 
summery image. The elaborately designed 
streamers and paper directions hung from poles 
light up the streets.fi 0.00-21:00) 


August 

6-8 



Fukushima Waraji Festival 

GSSBSS 9 ZQB 9 mm'n 010112 


At this festival, one “waraji" straw sandal 12 meters 
long and weighing 2 tons is offered as a prayer for 
good walking. It dates back to “Shinobu Sanzan 
Akatsuki Main" (Dawn Pilgrimage to the Three Peaks 
of Mt.Shinobu) in the Edo Period.fi 7:00-21:00) 


, on 
Frit; 
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Tohoku’s Fireworks Competitions/Displays 



Aomori Fireworks Co-organized 
with the Aomori Nebuta Festival 


August 

mwiwjto l 
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This fireworks display is the finale to the 
Aomori Nebuta Festival. Nebuta displayed 
on boats bobbing in the bay and 
large-flowered fireworks compete for 
your attention. 




The Omagari National Fireworks 
Competition 




[irUIPCODf] " 138 731 609 


The pinnacle of Japanese fireworks 
competitions and displays,"The Omagari" 
draws fans from all over Japan. The 
fireworks let off here are of a different caliber 
and scale to other fireworks competitions. 


Morioka “Hanabi no Saiten” 



Fireworks Festival 


Approx. 10,000 elaborate and colorful 
fireworks are shot into the sky 
including rapid-fire and exhibition 
fireworks of all sorts. 
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Yamagata Fireworks Festival 
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This fireworks festival is part of the summer scenery of 
Yamagata, celebrating its 37th year in 2016 The theme 
for 2016 is “Gorgeous Dance of the Heart". An 
elaborately designed dazzling fireworks display will 
adorn the night sky to music in the background, 
creating an exciting atmosphere that will stir the heart. 


Ishinomaki Kawabiraki Festival and 
Fireworks Display on a^sh. 


July 3i - 
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The Kawabiraki Festival is held to show 
gratitude to the bounty of the river as well as 
being a memorial service for deceased 
ancestors. On the second day. the Kitakami river 
provides the stage for the fireworks display. 


Iwaki Fireworks Display 


August 

mimmm iu 
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Set to music, and with the night sky of 
Onahama port as a screen, fireworks are 
released in a dramatic manner, that could 
be called a form of art. 
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Traverse Tohoku! Recommended spring/summer driving model courses 




■ Car Rental 


Spring Tohoku Style! 4 nights 5 days tour where snow and sakura co-star! 


Day 1 Sendai Station or Sendai Airport 4 Sendai Downtown Shopping •*!*» 

Chery blossoms in Saigyo Modoshi no Matsu Park 
4 Stay overnight in Matsushima town, Miyagi Prefecture 


Day 2 


Matsushima town, Miyagi Prefecture ***** Shiroishi Riverbank "Thousand cherry 
trees at a glance" and snow-laden Zao Mountain Range 

m Tsurugajo Castle Cherry Blossoms ***m> Stay in Zao Hot Springs 


Day 3 Yamagata City, Yamagata Prefecture —** Zao Ecoiine/Snow Corridor 

DaoH Clallnn ^onkil/aS .... _ ... .... _ 


Road Station Genbikei 
[fflflP[QD£j l42 096 202 


4 Hiraizumi **i*>* Stay in Hanamaki Hot Springs 


Day 4 


Cherry blossoms In Kitakami Tenshochi 
r blossoms in Kakunodate ***** 

Hachimantai/Snow Corridors ♦***• Stay in Aomori Prefecture 


Hanamaki City, Iwate Prefecture 

Road Station Shizukuishi Anekko . . . .. . , . 

mm '<35135 398 Cherry blossoms in Kakunodate 

Road Station Nakasen 
^n@ l 280 124 251 



Day 5 Aomori Prefecture >***» " a 4 a 65 at9 Cherry blossom in Hirosaki Catsle 

*^** Hakkoda Mountain/Snow Corridors Aomori Airport 
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'arrows on map rough indications for directions 


Experience the vibrancy of Japan's Tohoku Region Summer Festivals! 4 nights 5 days 



Aomori Airport or Shin Aomori Station 4 *^SSfZ£ 2 T + 
Aomori Nebuta Festival (Parade) »***> Stay in Aomori Prefecture 


Hokkaido-' 



Aomori Prefecture ***** Hirosaki Castle 

Akita Kanto Festival (dance performance) * 


Road Station Ogata 
* §SrgM]’99 808 623 4 


Stay in Akita Prefecture 


Day 3 
(8/4) 


Akita Prefecture ***** Kakunodate, Lake Tazawa * 

Morioka Sansa Odori (Parade) ***** Stay in Iwate Prefecture 


Road Station Shizukuishi Anekko 

litmrC0Dll "435 135 398 4 



stay in p—— Yamagata Hanagasa Festival (Parade) i 
Iwate -| or 

Prefecture Fukushima Waraji Festival (Parade) 

‘Held on August 5-6 in 2016 


w* Stay in Yamagata Prefecture 
»Stay in Fukushima Prefecture 



Day 5 Yamagata Prefecture (or in Fukushima Prefecture) ***** Sendai Tanabata Festival 
4 Sendai Downtown Shopping 4 Sendai Station or Sendai Airport 


Tokyo O © 

© 


‘arrows on map rough indications for directions 


L 



“Michi no Eki" (meaning “road station") are facilities designed to provide a safe and pleasant driving environment for people travelling on the roads, as well as bringing some 
bustle to the local region. The main concept of “road stations" is "a bustling place full of ingenuity, created together with the community". These road stations have 3 main 
functions: 1) A place to have a rest (car parks and toilets available 24 hours), 2) A place to provide information (information about traffic, tourism, emergency medical care etc.), 
3) To provide dynamic links with the local area (cultural education facilities, tourism recreation facilities etc.) 


http://www.michi-no-eki.jp/) 


For more details, refer to 
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With this Tohoku Expressway Pass, 
enjoy unlimited rides on expressways 
in the Tohoku region at a fixed price! 
Please rent an ETC* card for exclusive 
use together with a rental car. 

^Electronic Toll Collection (ETC) System:You can pass through expressway tollgates without stopping to pay 
when an ETC card (1C card) Is inserted into the ETC device mounted In a vehicle via wireless communication 
between an antenna installed on the tollgate. 
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•Sendai Airport 

nSendai Airport 


Set your worries to rest 
with this fixed price! 

You will have unlimited access to express 
ways in the Tohoku region. 


< Legend > 

" Service area (NEXCO) 

™ Service area (Miyagi Prefecture) 
Road Corporation) 

— Toll-free expressways 
" Areas outside the service area 

O : C used as the boundary for service 
areas and non-service areas 


♦ Shirakawa 


Don’t worry if you do not 
understand Japanese! 

Since you will be using the ETC system, you 
do not have to stop at a tollgate. 


«lwaki-Nakoso 


0 This pass can only be used fa driving in a out from the ICs in the sections in the service area (green and blue). 

0 You can drive on toll roads managed by other than our company and the Miyagi Prefectural Road Corporation,but you will 
have to pay fa sections not included ri this pass when you return your rental car.The pass does not apply to the followng 


You will have extra time 
to enjoy yourself! 

Expressways will shorten your travel time, 


1. When entering the service area from sections outside the area and leaving the service area from sections outside the area. 

2. When entenng the service area from sections outside the area and leaving from ICs inside the service area or entemg the 
service area from ICs inside the area and leaving from sections outside the area . you must pay fa the section from 1C 
(Nishiaizu 1C on the Ban’etsu Expressway, Shirakawa 1C on the Tohoku Expressway, and the Iwaki-Nakoso 1C on the Joban 
Expressway) which bader the service area to whatever 1C outside the service area you enter or exit. 

3. Driving beyond the specified period fa the pass. 


When using a 
highway beyond 
the service areas, 
there will be a 


^Please pass through an ETC lane at 20 km/h or less. 
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Period of Usage 

2-day pass 

3-day pass 

4-day pass 

5-day pass 

6-day pass 

7-day pass 

8-day pass 

9-day pass 

10-day pass 

11 -day pass 

12-day pass 

13-day pass 

14-day pass 

Price 

¥4,000 

¥5,500 

¥7,000 

¥7,500 

¥8,000 

¥8,500 

¥9,000 

¥9,500 

¥10,000 

¥10,500 

¥11,000 

¥11,500 

¥12,000 

Per day 

¥2,000 

¥1,833 

¥1,750 

¥1,500 

¥1,333 

¥1,214 

¥1,125 

¥1,056 

¥1,000 

¥955 

¥917 

¥885 

¥857 


JKThe cost to rent a car and use of the ETC card are not included. 58Prices after October 2016 will be officially announced on NEXCO EAST website. 
(For example) 

•Sendai Airport - Matsushima (Matsushimakaigan 1C) .One way ¥1,080 

•Sendai Airport - Yamadera Temple (Yamagata-kita 1C) .One way ¥2,480 

•Sendai Airport - Chusonji Temple (Hiraizumi-Maesawa 1C) — One way ¥3,580 
•Sendai Airport - Shirakami-Sanchi (Owani-Hirosaki 1C) .One way ¥7,800 

<Notes> OWhon you drive on expressways other than in the Tohoku region, you will have to pay the extra 
toll charge. ©This pass is limited to foreign visitors to Japan (or those holding a passport from a foreign 
country). However, those who have Japanese nationality and have acquired permanent residency abroad 
may also use this pass.OYou cannot extend the period for the pass while you are using it. 
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) Go to a rental car office. ->KCheck whether they sell the pass. 


a 


Apply to use the pass when renting a car. 


\ Obtain your ETC card. 


1 Insert your ETC card into an ETC on-l 


For latest shop information, please check website on the right. Pi http://www.driveplaza.com/trip/drawari/tep2015/ 




https://rent.toyota.co.jp/ 


OTOYOTA Rent a Lease Aomori Co., Ltd. 

http://www.r-aom.co.jp 

OTOYOTA Rent a Lease Iwate Co., Ltd. 
http://www.echna.ne.jp/~trent/ 


OTOYOTA Rent a Lease Miyagi Co., Ltd. 
http://www.trl- miyagi.co. j p/ 

OTOYOTA Rent a Lease Sendai Co., Ltd. 
http^/www. r-sendai .co.jp 


OTOYOTA Rent a Lease Akita Co., Ltd. OTOYOTA Rent a Lease Fukushima Co., Ltd. 
http://trl-akita.jp/ http://trl-fukushima.co.jp 

OTOYOTA Rent a Lease Yamagata Co., Ltd. OTOYOTA Rent a Lease Shin Fukushima Co., Ltd. 
http://www.rent-toyota.co.jp http://W-shinfukushima.jp/ 


'NIPPON 

Rent-A-Car 


Nippon Rentacar Tohoku Co., Ltd. 

http://www.nipponrentacar.co.jp/ 


©Domestic reservations center/ O0800-500-0919 (weekdays 8am-8pm. Saturdays and holidays 9am-6pm) 
©Overseas reservations center/«0120-107186 (*for mobile phones/PHS/certain landlines, call 03-6859-6233) 
























































Basic Japanese phrases. Use them in Tohoku! 


Remember these key phrases to enjoy 

some basic conversation with the people of Tohoku 



Basic greetings 


Useful phrases when renting a car 


/s \\ Thank you 

1 ^ 

Hello 

CAICSI* 

Good Evening 

ZA,t*A,& 

Yes/No 
(d* l/^ / 

It’s yummy 
fcl'lA'TT 

Excuse me ! 

No, I'm fine thanks 

This, please. 

Where is...? 

Numbers worth remembering 

0 (rei, zero) 

Omi'.-tfs) 

1 (ichi) 

1 (l/'5) 

I I 

2 (ni) 

2 ((c) 

3 (san) 

3 (3 A.) 

4 (shi, yon) 

4(l/.d:A.) 

5 (go) 

5(3) 

6 (roku) 

6(50 

7(nana, shichi) 

7 (fcfc. 06) 

8 (hachi) 
8(1*5) 

9 (ku, kyu) 

9(050-3) 

10 (ju) 

1 0(00-5) 

100 (hyaku) 

100an><) 


I'd like to rent a car. 


I made a reservation in Taiwan. 


I have an international license. 
SI8Slf*£8oTl'3:-r 


What kind of cars do you have? 


Please show me the rental price list. 


I would like an automatic car. 


I would like a smoking (non-smoking) car. 


There are two drivers. 

mmm\t-xvt 


There is a scratch here. 


Where is the gas station? 


Should we fill the tank with gasoline when returning the car? 


Could we have a road map please? 


Is it OK to park here? 

cac&muTfcu'i'T'-r*' 


I would like a full tank of regular please. 


Please put in 1000 yen worth. 

1.000P3»AftT<«5Ut 


Japanese road rules worth remembering 


rr> 


ODrive on the left! Give way to pedestrians! Olf turning right, always wait and give way! Obey the green arrow traffic lights! OPay attention to speed limits! The legal speed limit is 60km/hr Stop completely for temporary 
stops, always stop before a railway crossing! OAvoid snap decisions! Pay close attention to traffic lights in front! Olf lights are red, be sure to stop! O Watch out for no passing zones! ONo alcohol at all is allowed when driving! 

Oln Japan, there are two types of gas station; "full service" where staff take your order and fill up your car for you, 
and "self service" where you do it yourself. 

There are three types of fuel; "High-Octane", "Regular" and "Light". In Japan, most rental cars have gasoline engines and require regular fuel. 
Don't put in light fuel! Fuel nozzles at all gas stations are red for regular, yellow for high-octane, and green or light. 



How to use car navi system 


As well as guiding you to your destination, car navi also lets you listen to CDs and radio. While it depends on the manufacturer, basically all 
rental cars have the same functions. Here is an explanation on how to select your destination using "map code". 


OPress "map code" button ©Input map code numbers €)Press "complete” button ODirections to destination will begin when you press "set destination" and “begin directions”. 

CEBD pMELOPir 123 456 789 refers to the number 6-10 digits long(for standard map codes) which allows you to pinpoint any destination 

you want to goanywhere in Japan. •“MAPCODE" is the registered trademark of Denso Corporation. 



















































